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Ricrr Honovrasre Sir, 


Cannot but condole with you on the un. 

I welcome publication of Mr, Haftings’s 
late Letter to the Court of Dire&tors ; not 
merely becaufe the h.. bur which, as a moft 
able compofition, infefiects upon the talents 
of its Author, mutt naturally be grating to 
an enmity fo rancorovs and implacable as 
Your's ; but (what is infinitely more morti- 
fying) becaufe the confcious warmth of inno- 
cence, the irreGiftable force of truth, and the 
A2 naked 
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naked difplay of fa&, with which every line 
of it is replete, have at once confuted, over- 
torned and done away the whole of thofe 
frivolous, indecent, and unfupported charges, 
which for two Years sogether have been ob- 
truded on the public, from the Scle& Com- 
mittee. J fay the whole, altho’ that wonder- 
ful letter comprehends a compleat fummary 
on'y of the grounds and circumftances of the 
revolution at Benares. But as the expulfion 
of Cheyt Sing was your &rong ground, and 
as your remarks have beem particularly in- 
temperate and acrimonious on that fubjedt , 
a candid, ample, 2nd fausfactory exculpation 
from all your crinunatory difcuffions on. this 
one article, fecures an unprejuciccd hearing, 
and, (a3 you will one day feel,) a thorough 
acquittal in all che reft—— 


The revolution at Benares appears in- 
deed to have occupied an exclufive fhare of 
your attentiva. kromche firft moment that 
unpesfedt intelligence of the tranfaclion ar- 
mived, you faflened on it with an cagernefs 
that exhibited nothing lefs than impartiality : 
and precipitacely hurried the crude materials 
into the Houle of Cemmans in your fecond 
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Report, before it was poffible, that any clear 
or liberal judgment could be formed of the 
merits of the affair. As foon, however, as 
the uncertainty of vague furmife had giver 
place to fomewhat of confiftert information, 
Governor Johniftone, in one of the moft power- 
ful pieces of oratory that ever dignified a 
popular Affembly, turned the tide of opinion 
decidedly aganft you, and eftablithed the 
prudence, the juftice, the policy of the 
Governor General’s conduét, on grounds 
which temerity itfelf, urged by all the im- 
pulle of malevolence, would hardly have at- 
tempted to unJerayine. But Your purpotes 
are not fo eafi'y fhaken; Your verfatihcy is 
not fo fpeedily toiled; and I can readily dif- 
cover in your late Supplement to the fecond 
Report (which indeed you may well bluth 
nor to have been the firft fyllable you have 
uttered on that topic) as many objections 
aimed at the Governor’s admirable Speech, as 
at the Narrative of Mr Haltings, which for 
the firft time you have now had the oppor. 
tunity to dhiculs, und whom you had pre- 
vioufly vilified, reprobated, and condemned 
with balf bis flory wntold.—Here too your 
triumph is miierably interrupted, by the un- 

feafonable 


( 6 ) 

feafonable arrival of the Governor General’s 
moft excellent Letter,—addreffed indeed, to 
the Court of Diefors, bur more immediate- 
ly appl cable to You: For They, to fay the 
truth, have been but too much the humble 
inftrument of your paffions, and their dic- 
tates fecm but Echoes to the Reports of the 
Select Committee.—-—~ You have, Sir, been 
fingularly induftrious in precluding from the 
Councils of Leadethall-Street, every poffible 
chance or precenfion to originality, in the 
Condemnation of any of Mr. Haftings’s pub- 
Nic mealures: And 1 have now before me in 
the Contents of your ninth and tenth Re. 
ports, and in your Supplemeat to the fecond, 
anticipated abufe, and prompted Anathemas 
on almoft every fubyeét, which is ikely to 
be agitated in the Court of Directors, as 
matter for ther general Letters to Bengal in 
theapproaching feafon, Theopinions, the polt- 
tics, the commands of the Eatt-India Company 
criginate in the Sek & Committee Chan. ber, 
and ber corce(pondence is become little more 
than the vehicle of Mr. Burke’s fpeculative 
incoherencies and injurious perfonalities. It 
18 Not therefore more extraordinary, that Mr. 
Hiaitings’s late Letter, containing a complete 

refutation 


(7) 

refutation of certain articles alledged and 
maintained by the Court of Directors, fhould 
Rill more pointedly meet the topics on which 
you have fince fo unmercifully infifteg : than 
that the fame objections flarted many months 
ago by the Directors, fhould at a fubfequens 
period occupy a diftinguifhed place in one of 
Your Reports, amplified, embelliihed, andim- 
proved with all your fertlity of invention 
and artifice of arrangement. In compliment 
to the reluctance with which I know you. 
muft quit Cheyt Sing’s caufe, and to gratify 
your ears once more with the pleafing found 
of that favourite name, I fhall in the courfe 
of my correfpondence, take the liberty of 
adding a few obfervations, however fuper- 
fluous, to the manly, victorious, and con- 
clufive arguments of the Governor General. 
And though in the prefent ftate of things, 
humbled, (as you muft be) by the confciouf- 
nefs of detection in premeditated untruths ; 
debafed (as you moft affuredly are) in the 
eyes of the public, as much for che grofs 
liberality of your attacks on fome of the 
brighteft characters of the age, as for Your 
unbluthing patronage of convicted defaulterss 
and configned (as you will very foon experi- 
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ence) to the {corn and neglect of thofe very 
colleagues, whofe purpofs your duplicity 
had ferved, or whofe fympathy your necef- 
fitics had excited, there can be little probabi- 
lity, that the poifon you have already ad- 
miniftered, fhould ever work its malignant 
operation, and {till lefs that you fhould here- 
after be fuffered to litter the Speaker’s table 
with a trefh dofe : J cannot let your unpre- 
cedencted malice fhelrer itlelf under the ob- 
feurity of public indifference, without once 
more cafting down the gauntkt of defiance 
to all your ateempts for affixing the flightett 
ftigma of delinquency on the character of 
Mr. Haftings. I have already, Sir, with 
all humility attended your progrefs through 
eight voluminous Reports: I narrowly fcre- 
tinized their feveral contents, and have im- 
parted the refule of my obfervations to the 
pudlic. Ihave yetto learn, that any thing 
falfe, or injurious, or uncandid, has fallen 
from my pep: my tale has been plain and un- 
varnifhed, but it has not been denied, and it 
cannot be confueed. I new enter the lifts 
with confidence. The world is apprized of 
the fide on which cruth has hitherto com 
bated, and the half of your allertions is ab 

ready 
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veatly dibelieved- before’ F write a {pltalile . 
the reft are fufpetted for their. ynese-plaufthie 
fry. Mr. Burke is ‘no fonger a formidebte 
opponent ; obftinately induftrions ia , che roi 
of a man whom he cannot intate, he lofts 
his temper in proportion as the tafk becomes 
more difficoles and endeavours. by the fear» 
Pity Of his language to make up for the des 
ficiency of his reafonings. A Fencing mafter 
iw a paffion is dilarmed by the nzeancft of hie 
Scholars: and | am not the only antagonith 
who has taken advantape of your very fury 
to aim, a fuccefoful attack. You have read 
the Letters of @ Citizen in the Morning 
Herald - You have feen two Letters fron 
Major Scott, on the infinuations cenrained 
in the ninth Report: Should your doughty 
Chairman be ever permitced or induced to 
ftagger to the Speaker’s Chair with another 
Ream of fophiltical abfurdines, half she 
town will ftart up to diffeét and expofe them, 
Every fnan who can hold a pen, will employ 
it in the denttion of fome frefh error or 
untruth, and your Reports will excite a dif 
gult and difrefpect as general as that which, 
hath of late notorioufly attended’ your 


fpeeches. 
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After all, can you fappofe that the public, 
eager to teftify their exalted fenfe of Mr. Haf. 
tings’s political merits, and to tafte their ix- 
mediate advan:ages, will ftoop to dabble in 
the miferable dirt of your gth Report? Can 
you flatter yourfelf, that the ftale and wretched 
dregs of Mr. Francis’s criminatory manufac- 
tory, ftill retain ‘venom enough to hurt the 
Governor-Generah? For the defpicable infi- 
pidity of fuch a {ccond-hand potion filent 
contempt is the proper astidote, But that 
you may not find one fource of triumph 
even in the efcape from pabpable detection, I 
will here haftily anfwer the moft virulent of 
the charges brought forward in your gth Re- 
port, under their feveral heads. 


ut. Nundcomar’s execution, 


You write (Ninth Report, page 7.) “ The 
fufferer, the Rajah Nundcomar, appears 
“* at the very time of this extraordinary pro- 
“‘ fecution, a difcoverer of fome particulars 
‘of illicit gain, then charged upon Mr, 
“ Haftings, the Governor General.”~-— 


AT} 
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Major Scott has informed you with truth, 
that Mr. Haftings neither did, nor could 
interfere in the Trial or Execution of Nund- 
comar : and I now add, that the Raja was 
xo dif.overer, (for he could never fubftantiate 
a fingle difcovery) but a lying informer, 
that in his laft moments, he thought of no- 
thing Icfs than of making good his af 
fertions refpecting the Governor General’s 
peculations, and that the paper written the 
night before his execution, which was after- 
wards burnt as a libel, did not contain a 
fyllable relative to that fubje&. A perfon 
who cranflated that paper, from the Raja’s 
own writing, is ready to {wear to the faa. 


ad. New Plan of Remittance, Page 19. 


The Compasy’s exiftence in Europe is 
founded on commerce ; and their Sales at the 
Jndia-Houfe are the only means af keeping 
up the neceflary circulation of cath, It is 
poffible that the Company might {ubift, and 
itis fair ta fuppofe it tully equal to the trial 
of fubfifting for one year without any aftual 
gain whatfoever: but without circulation it is 
impoffible that ic fhould fubfit ac all, The 
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Béngal government finding it impradticable 
toconvert any part of their current reve pues 
into poods for Europe, and being therefore 
unable to fecure to the Company its cuflomary 
profits, were obliged, as their laft retource, to 
advtrt to a plan for enfuring, at leaft, the cire 
culation of cath For however the Committee 
may be inclined to doubt the fact, 12 is moft 
certain, that “ fucha fcheme” (as that orgi- 
Rally propofed by che Council general, or any 
heme) “ is preferable to the sotal fa/penfion 
* of trade,"—which in my opinion imphes 
meither more nor lefs than mftant bankruptcy. 
When the firft oucbne of the plan arrived, the 
Scle& Committee, with cheir ufual alacrity, 
went to work upon the difcovery end difplay of 
Its every probable or poffible diladvaitage : 
and had, « appears, proceeded fo tar as to 
heave it dubious (to themselves only.) whether 
mt would not have been almolt as convenient 
to have fulpended the trade entirely; when 
another difpitch brought word that the firft 
plan had been fet afkde altogether, and that 
the Council-General had found the means of 
megociating a loan fay the provifion of the 
current inveftment (notwithftandme al! theie 
dulzeiics and dofficulews) at a rate noarly a8 

favour 
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favourable (and svuch more fo in refpe& 20 
the time at which the drafts are to be givén) 
as that which to the Dutch, Danes, and Pot. 
tugueze, has been for fome years paft the maia 
fpring of all their Indian commerce. Can- 
dour furely required that objections to a 
fcheme which dad not taken place, fhould have 
been fuppreiied ; at leat that its defecfs frould 
have been contrafted with the comparative 
merits ot the new one. So far from it, that the 
Committe having laboured with all their for 
phittical acrimony, to deny and condemn the 
original {[cheme, gravely inform us, (when 
their bile is exhauited) chat so /uch fobeme 
exis: and then proceed with the fame impar- 
ttalicy of ftarement, and delicacy of obferva- 
tion, to comment on thai which has been fub- 
Stituted ip its place. “ ‘Lhe firvation of the 

** Company,” they obferve (Page 22) “ under 

** this perpetual variation of fyftem in their 
“* invettinent, ts truly perplexing.” Granted. 

Bur this perplexity is an evi inherent in the 

very core and conititution of commerce. And 

indeed | am much furprized, that neither Mr. 
Burke, nor any of his refpettable friends, 
fhowkd have known, or heard, or furmifed, 

that in all Gtwations, a neceflity of borrowing 

money 
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money Subjects the borrower to a thoufand 
perplexitics in the mode, and that even the 
credit of the Britith nation will not enable a 
Munflter to diétate the terms of his loan. 


3d. Opium Concra& given to Mr. Sulivan. 


After much mifreprefentation and falfe rea- 
foning on the fubjeét of this Contraét, all of 
which Major Scott has fatisfa€torily refuted, 
you fay, Page 39, ‘* Your Committee ex- 
“ amining Mr. Higginfon, late a Member of 
“ che Board of Trade on that fubject, were 
© informed, that this Contract, very foon after 
© the making, was generally underflocd at Cal- 
** cutta, to have been fold to this Mr. Benn— 
“© but that he could not particularize the fum 
* for which it had been affigned ; and that 
“© Mr. Benn had afterwards fold it to Mr, 
© Young.” You then, in the true fprric of 
Committce-inference, pronounce wpon the fad : 
** By this tranfadlion it appears cleardy, that the 
** Contraét was given to Mr. Sulivan for no 
“ other purpofe than to fupply him with « 
“ fum of money.” What tranjfadiion do you 
mean, and where does any thing appear fe 
clearly? Mr. Higginfon ftates a general re- 
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port, of which he does not pretend to afcer- 
sain the circumftances, and with you it is in. 
moment transformed, by hocus pocus, inte g 
tranfattion, Surely fach a dealer in vernaculag 
-lwerature as yourfelf muft have recollected, 
that, ** one fhould never jbelieve above half 
“ of a Report.” (even fetting thole of the Se- 
le& Committee out of the queftion.) Poffibly, 
Sir, upon fecond enquiry, you might find the 
whole tranfaction to exift only in the Report, 
of which your Report is the echo, and that 
Mr. Sulivan holds the contract for bim/elf to 
this day. 


4th. Colonel M‘Lean’‘s offer of refignation in 
the name of Mr. Haftings, 


In the 52d page of the Ninth Report, you 
have condefcended to make ufe of this pitiful 
ftory ; and you remark on it, thar “a fanétion 
*« was hereby given to all future defiance of 
*‘ every authority in this kingdom.” You 
forget, that twice fince that period, the firft 
Minifter of this country has effectually an- 
nulled che whole tranfaction by a parliamen. 
tary Te-appointment of Mr. Haftings, and 
that even fuppofing the refignation at that 

time 
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time vatid (which his Majefty’s Judges in Indig 
denied, and which neither the Directors, nor the 
King’s Minifters, nor you, with a your logic, 
have attempted to eftablith upon proof) Mr. 
Haltings, under the two fubfequent ats ‘of 
parliament, is aleogether a new Governor- 
General, and ads under 2 new commifion, 
totally independent of the former. 


gth. Difobedience of Orders, pape 54, rc. 


The Houfe of Commons, the Miniftry, che 
whole nation, are equally fick of your nau- 
feous tautology, and incorrigible mifreprefen- 
tations, refpe@ing the removal of Mefirs. 
Briftow and Fowke, from their offices. Majot 
Scott, both in his evidence before your Com- 
mittee, and in his printed letter to you, has 
explained the ments of their removal in 
the mof explicit terms. The neceffity of 
political confidence between the principal and 
fubordinates in the admini(tration of a king- 
dom, and in the intercourfe between different 
nations, is furely as apparent, as that of a good 
underflanding between the head of an office and 
his clerks. And then that Yew, Sir, of alt- 


others, fhould fo Jong and fo houdly exclaim 
againft 
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againft fuch fort of exertions !—But 1 beg 
your pardon, —W hen your Ninth Report was 
fabricated, you might flatter yourfelf that 
the gauze of hypocrify which had‘fo repeat- 
edly fucceeded in concealing the real defighs 
of Mr. Burke, would prove ample enough to 
cloak, and fubftantial enough to hide the 
mytteries of Mcfirs. Powel and Bembridge. 
Mr, Haftings removed Mefits. Briftow and 
Fowke, to make room for others @hom he 
could truft, and tortbout whom be could not exe 
ecute to advantage the bufinefs of bs fiatin, You 
are, perhaps, by this time, convinced that he 
was right. 


6th. Rerroval of Mahomed Reza Khan, 
Page .8, &c. 


If you will take the trouble to turn to page 
22 of your 5th Report, you wis: find the ma- 
jority of the Council~General at Calcutta, to 
have “ Refolved, that the Board recommend 
& Mahomed Reza Khan, to the Nabob, ro be 
* Minifter of che Government, and guardian 
“© of bis minority.” Upon this appotnement 
the Directors exprefs their fentiment., Page 
24, a3 follows, ‘‘ We were always of opinion, 

Lt) that 
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* that att able, oftenfible Minifter, during she 
“© mihority of the Na vb, would be recefiary,” 
Is it-not clear by implication, that the Coun. 
cil-Gene'al alluded to, and the Diredtors une: 
derftood, thee probabiltty of a change in 
this appointment, when the Nabob’s mino. 
rity fhould be expired? Mahomed Reza 
Khan’s behaviour ippears fo have been uni- 
formly difcufting to the Nabob sand the 
Jeaft furcly that the Jineal defcendant of 
the acknowledged Sovereign or the coun. 
try (hunlelf alfo ttular fovereign) could 
claim, was an exemption from the merfere: ce 
of aman whom he deteftcd, in his private 
affairs : from the doineftic tyranny of a native, 
certainly his inferior, and nominally his tub- 
jeQ.—If his inexpernnce rendered tome con- 
troul neceflary, that controul mutt be much 
Jets gall ng, if exerted through the immediate 
influence of the actual government, and by 
one of thofe Foreigners, whofe perfonal and 
unqueltioned fuperioricy had acquired them 
the decufed dominion of the whule country. 


I now come to your favorite fubjeét, #Be 
fewhites ef Benares, wherem you oblerve 
(sf 
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(ft page, fupplemenr’ to 2d seport} nat 
* Cheyt Sing, fon and fucceffor to Bulwant 
** Sing,—was deprived of all rank, power and 
“ conmmand. in that Zemindarry, which was 
“ the inberitance of bis anceftors.” Pow you 
came by ufis tail-piece of your iaformation, { 
will not prefume to afk; for although [ am 
fuse that Cheyt Sing himfelf did not, in feet, 
fucceed to the Zemindarry by aay legal and 
authentic fitle of inberitances his anceftors, for 
ought | know, might have keld and availed 
theavelves of fuch a claim fome generations 
back, and you may have been exclufively fae 
voured with a view of the tithe deeds. This 
circumftance, however, of the fnberitance, was 
providently interted to fecure a more ready 
affent wo your remark, fubfequently intro- 
duced (page 5) “ Your Committee do aot 
“ find the Governor-General well founded in 
‘© his affertion, that it was from brs rnfitconce 
“ that Cheyt Sing obtained the Arf legal utle 
“ shat:bis family ever pofleied, of property 
“in the land, in 1774, 8c. &c. ‘hes ob« 
Jeon, which colt you near wo pages to 
difcufs (altho’ you grant it- be nothing to the 
purpofe, but to thew chat no objcélion comes 
amu) reits imply upon * daconteistle proof,” 
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(which I thall not difpute-with you) *-char 
“ Rajah Cheyt Sing had affaatly enjoyed. olf bx 
“* rglts of a Zemindar three years before that 
© period.”—-But you onght to have proved 
that Cheyt Sing then, or at any time tofere, 
pofiefied a degal title to thofe rikhis. Mr. 
Haftings’s affe:tion gocs only to the acgusf- 
tion of the title, not to the enjayment of she 
rights, Thofe had been held by interpofition, 
by connivance, by ufurpation,—by what you 
Will—-ut not by 2 legal title. Let me afk you, 
Sir, what you underftand by “a Zemin- 
darry?” is it noc an hereditary Fief ? is it not 
the neceffary inherent property of aZemindarry 
to be bereditary; and is ig not in proof that 
~ Cheyt Sing did soz come to it by énberitance? 
You well Know (for it is to be found in the 
roth and tith pages of your 2d Report) that 
when Rajah Bulwant Sing died, the Govern~ 
ment of Bengal informed the Court of Di- 
rectors, “ of the confequence it was to their 
** affuirs, that the fucceffion ta the Zemin- 
““darry of Benares fhould continue in the 
“* family, but thet it was a delicate point te ac- 
** complifh with the Vixier,—that the occafion 
“ demanded immediate difpatch, and the Pre- 
“ fident was requefted to write tq the Vigier 

‘© accordingly, 


niles 
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ws gecordingly. ix. favor of the fou of the tate 
« Rajah, in cecms.that would leait: wake: 
“his jealoufy.—A jealous, fufpicions, dif. 
* pofition of the old Rajah—may pofibly 
* have been the reafon why the fon eps net 
“* included in the treaty of 1765, for had een 
* preffed 2 un to fecure the Zemindarry in tie. 
‘S opm family, at a time when the Vizier wag 
*¢ receiving back hisCountry from our hands, 
*¢g doubt can fcarcely be formed but it 
would have been attended with fuccefs: 
* but fufpicious probably of the confe- 
“ quences that bis fox foouid think be bad a 
“ right to the fuccefion,—his whole aim feem'd 
“to cener in felf-fecurity.” The Vizier, it 
clearly appears, had given Bulwant Sing a 
Cowlnama for Lim/fef only: the treaty of Alla- 
habad exprefied no more (2d Report, page 
10.) Cheyt Sing was admitted (* at she sarnef? 
** recommendation and requch” of the Bengal- 
Council (page 11) and sof upon any legal tithe 
or claim of right whathoever) to hold the Ze- 
mindarry en the fame terms as bis Father, (i. 
im capite.) At this time therefore the renure 
was at Jeait precarious: the Viziex “ con- 
“ fidered his former act as of little valjdity,"* 
(page 42) aod che Council of Bengal, muft 
have 
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have had fome fafpicions of the fame nature, 
by impowering Ivic. biaftings to “* renew the 
+ f.pulaticn” (page 14). The Governar ac- 
cordingly, to remove ail ambiguity, changed 
the very effence of the tenure, by obtaining 
from the Vizier an engagement, * confirm. 
6 ng to Rajah Cheyt Sing end his poerity, 
6 the fiipulations formerly made in pehaii uf 
“* his father, Bulwant Sing.”—This theretore 
eftgblifhes beyond a poffibility of cavil, what 
the Governor General afferts in his narra- 
tive: “ Cheyt Sing obtained from our influ- 
“ ence, exerted by myself, the firft legal ttle that 
“ his family ever pofleffed of property in the 
*: Jomd, (mark that) of which he, ull then, 
‘© was only the Aumil, and of which he be- 
* came tle acknowledged Zemyindur, by a fun. 
“nud granted to him by the Nabob, Sujah 
“* Dowlab, at my mffance, in the month of 
** September, 1773. Mr. Haftings there- 
fore, een an this preliminary article (which 
you have gone out of your wey to Ovi riet,) in 
this alle won, % which appeared que contra- 
“* dictory to the matter contained in their 
“(che Commitcee’s) tormer Report,” is, as 
wud, manicfily aa the might, aod you are in 
the wrong. And now having Gilincumbered 

Cheyt 
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Cheyt Sing of the inberitance of bis ancefters, 1 
will, with your leave, proceed to examine 
thote rights, which, whether as Aumil, Tri- 
butary Zeaundar, or Prince and Noble, of 1b¢ 
Country, you are fo anxious to inveft hint 
wih. Your mode of afcertaining thefe right® 
is pecul ar co the fyilem adopted for the gene~ 
ral ufe of your India Reports. It confitts ned - 
in quoting the different articles of the deed, . 
by which he hoids the Zem ndsrry from the 
Company: but in garbling trom d fAtrent mi 
nutes of the different M: mbers of the council 
General at different periods, ther dinerent 
Opinions as to what indulgence i. would be poe 
havaily uictal and praper to allow che Raya, 
as hs general mghts. That the Gentlemen of 
the Council fhould thus fette among them 
felves (Supplement to 2d Report, pages 13 
and 14) what fort of p tvileges they would 
be pleaftd to admit for his mghts, amounts 
in ny mind to a proof, that in point of 
legal tstle or eitablifhed preienfon, he pofs 
felled no rights but fuch as were common to 
other fubje€ts of the Mogul Empire. The 
feparate opinions delivered in the Council- 
General, which are fo often invidioufly»quot- 
ed through your Supplement, are by no 
means 
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means binding on the Company at large on 
any other principle, than as they became the 
grounds of thofe public inftruments, by which 
Cheyt Sing held his Territory. It would be 
yery amufing, if all che difcordant fentiments 
uttered in his Majefty’s Cabinet, were to be 
appealed to as rules of State, or ties upon 
Government. 1 cannot however quit thefe 
opinions of Council, without a fhort tribute 
of applaufe to Mr, Barwell’s accurate ex- 
crience ofA fiatic tempers, and well-told prog- 
noftication of Chryt Sing’s acfeétion, fix years 
before it happened. —‘‘ [he Kajah fhould 
* have the ftrongeft ue of intereft to fupport 
* our Gover: ment, in cafe of any future rup- 
* ture with the Suubah of Oude. To make 
* this his incereft, he mult not be tributary 
“to the Engitfh Government; for from the 
* inftant he becomes its tributary, from that 
** moment we may expect him to fide again 
“\ us, and dy takimgiadvantage of the treables 
“© and commctions that may arife, attempt to d:/bur- 
* den bimfelf of bis pecuniary obligations.” (Sup- 
plement, page 13.) The Governor-General 
had uniformly recommended favourable terms 
for Gheyt Sing, under the idea, (Page 12) 
that, “ by proper encouragement and pro- 
 pection 
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* tr&ion he thay prove a ptoficatte depen- 
« dent, an ufeful barrer, and even 2 powerfil 
“© aly to the Compaty.” But the yiVour- 
eble terms never could become ‘gts,’ Witedl 
ratified by the Sunnud and ( aboolcat, which 
united the two partics: And a man whe 
could retufe wo conimbure 5 lacks of rbpech 
wur of 30, and to furnifh tooo cav. NY out of 
above 1700 (fee Appendix, to the reHef of 
his Sovereign’s moft preffing exigencies, cer 
tainly proved himlelf a meit ductltcted fub- 
ject, and but Inte qualified to: an uietul 
a@lly. If Mr. Haftings, in 1773, ** refifted at 
** application, made in very earncft terins by 
“C the Vizer, to dilj ofiefs Cheye Sing of fia 

“forts of Buljegur ant Luctytpour,”* (pugs 
15) it was not jo much on accourt of the 

Raja’s independent mght to chem, as For the 

purpofe of fecuring to the Cumpany i Bar. 

rier againfl thac very Vizier—a meafofe 

which was always uppermoft in his thoughts: 

and though it be truce, that in 1995, it wa 

the Governor-Gegeral’s opinion (pape 14 

“that thé perpetual and independénc pol 

* feffion of the Zemmdat-y of Behares, anc 

its depemdencies, fhould be confrmes an 

* gaaranteed vo Gheyt stg, and his heits fo 

D * everen 


( 26 ) 
* ever”—it is no lefs in proof, that ‘ the 
6° Governor-General’s propofitions did not exe 
“ clufively form the bafis of the treaty 
* with Afoph-ul-Dowla;” acd therefore this 
Opinion, that Cheyt Sing ougbs to have been. 
totally freed from the remarms ot his then va/- 
falage, cannot operate againft his conduct, 
under an agreement different from that pro- 
pofed by him, and upon a fyftem, which only 
transferred thofe *‘ remains of vaffalage,” what- 
ever they might be, by which Cheyt Sing 
was then bound, from one Sovereign to ana- 
ther. Admitting, however, al) the fpeculative 
rights, with which the Seleét Comm.ttec have 
been pleafed to inveft Cheyt Sing, 1 do not 
find among them, even by imphcation, the 
right of dcfendin: limfelf by the fword again 
his Lwful Sovereign That at leaft is a right 
not compat:ble with the principles of Afiauc 
Government; and the Committee’s mifcrable 
fubterfuge in his dpology, does but little ho- 
nor either to their logic or their politics. 
“The Rajah’s condv& on this trying and 
“ tempting occafion (fupplement, page 18) 
“ does not appear to have been that of an 
* enterprizing Chief, impatient under the ex- 
*§ ercife of any kind of fuperioriry over Dun, 
“ and 
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* and therefore refolved to aim at indepert- 
* dence, whenever the means of attainment 
*s were in his power ; on ibe contrary, his ob- 
** eft was to efcape from confinement, en 
* then to fy to his forts for the fecurity of bis 
*¢ perfon”’ Has the Governor-General ever 
difplayed fo fanguinary a difpoficion? or was 
there within the limits of conjecture any 
caufe, that Cheyt Sing fhould be apprehen- 
five for the fecurity of his perfon? Ic was his 
perfon that Mr. Haftings meant to fecure, and 
thought he had fecured, by the arreft: and 
would the Committee now infinuate it as their 
opinion, thar this very arreft gave Cheyr 
Sing a right to maffacre two companies of 
Seapoys with their European Officers; and 
that not on the inftant of furprie and fudden 
impulfe of paffion, but on a deliberate paufe, 
in the moment of calm reflection, im cold blood! 
To what offences in your opinion, Sir, would 
the Crimen lefa Majylatis apply? Had the 
legal, the acknowledged Sovereign mo right at 
all, as Sovereign, and was no fubmiffion que 
from Cheyt Sing, os @ fudjed? ? After all, to 
what fpecific aét ot the Governor-General 
can Cheyt Sing’s conduct be ateributed ? 
Not to the intended tne, for of that he is 

Dz probably 
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probably ignorant to this, hou. Nop to the 
‘étyeit, for fe had “ quietly, fwormisser! to, shar 
‘6 arrcft, and feng a, keuer to the Governern 
* General, which indjquks the moi perte® 
# obedience.”—-( page 16) So far from hav~ 
ing Sublequentty resuived any qapte for frefh 
alarm, Mr. Haftings had writen to han in 
teros exprefely, calculated to encourage him 
wader his ‘* apparent defpondency,” and the 
Rajah had anfwered him, ‘ J am entirely free 
“ from. cancers aed, cpprehenfae.” Yer, on tha 
fame day, within a few hours, our troops 
were maffacred, the Ruyah fled to bes forts, the 
flandard of revolt was fet up, Contagious re- 
bellion tpread through the whole Country, 
every, hand was prepared to arm, and arme 
were in rcadineis for every hand; and we are 
now cold, in the fhufling cance of an Olds 
Rajley ecxcule, that “ his obec? was to efea 
“ from confinement.” The extent, however, of 

8 Tuitary preparations, cleasly, evince his 
predetermined views of rsfiftance, in cafe of 
any; attack, and by. canftructiive evidence 
convidt him of tregon, even before a (word 


was drawo: His defperate condetyie com 
fequence of a, mepe exeruonol Civil powers 
effectually 


( x } 
effectually annihilated all: bis rights, aiid cima 
pleted the mneafure of his guils, 


As your Committee have {pared no painsy: 
however il-beftowrd, to eftablith the tude 
pendent rights of Rajah Cheyt Sing, as a Ze 
minder, it, would have been no more than de- 
cently impartiak, had they given themicives 
the trouble tq enquire whether or not the 
Cempany, ae immediate fovercign of the 
Zemindasry, did. not by. the very conftitution 
af, the fata and the nature of ali Mogul te- 
muyca'tand pofiviled alfo-offome clear, criginal, 
apd indurent-rights, of which it. could not by 
apy parual or temporary apreement, be di> 
veited, to long as it fhuuld continue to be the 
agknowledged paramount. Of this tore of 
nights, in my humble opinion, military fervice 
is the. very.firf& Jt is indeed moft notorioully 
the grand: pervading principle of all feodal 
governments. In the mott Hounthing umes 
of the Hlindoftanic Emperors, even the per~ 
fenal.atiendance of the great Rayshs and Ze« 
mindare was, conflantly required and exacted 
both at: court and in carop : all the European 
travellers of the two laft centuries, concur in 
wehtifping, tharthe guard of the Emperor’y 

perfon 
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perfon was committed to the dependent Ras 
jahs. The Ayeen y Acberee (or defcription 
of the arrangements of the Mogul empire 
under Acber) contains as well an enumeration 
of the forces kept by each Zemindar, as the 
quantum of tribute in which he was affeffed : 
and it was to this eftablifhed and uncontro- 
vertible fyftem of the empire, that Mr. Bar- 
well alluded in his minute (2d Report, 27 
page) “ An acquifition of revenue and mihtary 
« force, I {uppofe to have been annexed to the 
** prant of the Zemindarry of Benarcs and 
* Gauzipore to the Company.” He was un- 
doubtedly right, for the transfer of the fove- 
reignty included both-*Cheyt Sing maintain- 
ed a confiderable number of troops, and by 
the feodal tenure of all Zemindarries, was 
bound to furnith his quota of them, in cafe of 
war, to his paramount. But the necefliry 
under which our government lay, of demand- 
ing 1 money the amount of this quota, inftead 
of burthening itfelf with a fet of ill-paid and* 
worle-difciplined banditti, has :n the prefent 
cale moft untortunately afforded the means of 
quibbling on the denomination of tre demand, 
and has transformed a fgel conftiiuuonal re- 
quifition of military fervice into an unjuftifiobh 

exattion 
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exaction of an cncreafed tribute. And yet the 
original minute of the Governor-General refhe 
ed the matter on its proper ground, ** That 
Raja Cheyt Sing be required in form to 
* contribute his fhare of the burthen of the 
* prefent war, by confenting tothe eftablih- 
s* ment of three regular battalions of Seapoyt, to 
“ be raifed and maintained at his expence.” 
(2d Report, page 26.) To this mealure, there 
could exif upon Mogul! principles, only one 
objection, Ii might have been urged that the 
demand exceeded the proportion of troops at 
which the Zemindarry of Benares, &c. ftood 
rated in the books of the empire, or the 
actual number which it could now furnith. 
But that ples is obviared by our certain k.ow- 
ledge, that Cheyt Sing’s ordinary infantry ex- 
ceeded the number of fx buttahons : fo that 
when he was required to furnifh dbree to his 
Sovereign, he had nothing to do, Luc imme- 
diately reduce the fame number at home. Mhis 
mode ot ftating the rights and foundations of 
the tranfadtion, at once thews the jefuucal log 
phiftry of your obfervation, (Supplement. 
page 6.) ‘* Your Committee cannot difcover 
** any record to prove, that although an ex- 
* traordinary demand of seacy, beyond the fti- 

° “* pulagd 
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“« pulated aint paid by the Rajsh, wes made 
s* in July, chat che whole payotent of it was 
* confequent doc the soment in which Ge 
“ demand was made.” That the demand in 
queftion was for money, is an accident which 
does not at all partake of the intrin@ic merits of 
the affair. —The demand was properly for /ol- 
dirs, the money was merely a commutation 
or fubftituse. The foldicrs were certainly dae 
when demanded, becaufe the Sovereign was at 
war; {ach being the tenure of the Zemindartp, 
acnfequently ibe money was der , becaufe the due 
quota of troops could not be rarfed, nor maia- 
tained without it The war, and of courte 
the occafian for military fervice, had con- 
tinued for two years, and was advanced into 
the thrd, whea the revolution at Benares 
took place. From the firft moment to the 
daft Cheyt Sing had exerted every art.fice of 
prevarication, fubterfuge, and falicheod, to 
protract, to modify, or to elude the demand, 
In the firft year he contrived to delay pay- 
ment -for near chree months, (Sepplement, 
page 6.) In the fecond, ao other anfwer could 
be procured from him by the Refident, than 
* a pofitive affertion thag che Rajah could’ sot 


* pay 1” (ed Report page 34-} Ae the 
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end of four months, however, when every 
fofter method failed, he was drapooned into 
compliance, His conduct in the third year 
was equally perverfe ; paft experience had no 
effect upon his avaricious obftinacy; and 
when _neggly three months were expired, the 
Refident*wrote to Calcutta, that “ the Rajah, 
“ @GtwithttanJing his folenin affurances, has hi 
« ‘therto paid x¢ part of tae balance of his fub- 
“ fidy. He has refumed the plea of inabihty, 
“ana I can form no opinion bow long be may 
think proper to protra@ payment” (Page 46.) 
On receipt of this letter, the patience even of 
Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler was cxhauted. 
They had hitherto oppoted all compulfive 
mieafures, or even threats ; but now they were 
routed to a fenfe of the indignity offered to 
overnment, and unammoufly voted for the 
rigorous exaction both of the balance dye upon 
his fubfidy, and of a fine in pundhment of 
his contumacy. The fame arguments that 
have eftubiifhed the right of government to 
exact military fervice trom its dependent Ze- 
mindars, will extend to all cafes in which 
that military fervie can be applied; confe- 
quently tm the requifition of savaby, as well as 
of | i Cheyt Sng's cftabhfhinent cf 

E the 
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athe former, by his own acknowledgement, = 
mounted to 1300 (24 Report, page 39) 
though the Sele& Committee, m their Sup- 
plement (page 11) have reduced the number, 
undoubtedly by miftake, to 1200; Fron 
fome ducuments in the Appendix te she Go- 
vernor General’s narretive, there 3 to 
fuppote he maintained near 2000. hit 
fident, after various fruitlefs applications, de- 
fivered him a peremptory order to prepare 
2000 horfe, The Rujah, by his own confeffion, 
collected but 500 at moft, and offered 500 bur- 
gundofies, (miferable infantry ) as a fubRicute 
for the remainder, The Select Committee 
obferve upon this, “* it is fomewhat hngular, 
* chat the Governor General declares in 1775, 
® chat he did not mean to impole this demand 
* of cavalry on the Rajah, by compuifion, 
* aud yet in 1781, his not complying with 
* this demand, ts confidered as fuch an ac& 
* of delinquency, as to form one of the two 
direct charges of culpability and guilt ; and 
* for the pardon of which he was to pay 
“* largely, or a fevere vengeance was to be 
“ exacted for his delinquency.” (Supplement, 
page 13.) Never was eomparifon more un- 
happy—never were two cafes more defimilar, 

than 
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than thofe here unnaturally claffed together } 
In £775, in time of profound’ Peace, and in 
tbe act of forming an agreement with the, 
Rajah, Mr, Hattines fhewed an unwillingnefs 
to faddle him with the neceffity of conitantly 
maintaining 2000 cavalry. General Clavering 
however uncerftood even then, that the Rajah 
did ‘* keep up a large body of Cavalry.” (Page 
12,) and the Conacil General recommended 
to him to keep two thoufand. In 1781, 
in the midit of ail the exigencies 9€ 
war, and under the fanction of that particulae 
tenure, by which Cheyt Sing then held his 
Zeminidarry, i.e. the conftiruuenal obliga-' 
tion of midttary fervice, Mr Haitings, as re- 
prefentative of the actual Sovereign, required 
of him che affittaride of fuch cavalry as he 
then had in his pay, fuppowd, agreeably to 
the aboye quoted recommendaron of the 
Councij General, in 1975, to be 2000. The 
demand however was gradually reduced to 
1500, and laftly torroco. - The Rajah ac- 
knowledged to have in pay #300 (2d Report, 
page 49) yet at mott offered bur '500,—and 
as the Gavernor-Genceral ftates in his nasra- 


tive, (page 7) “+ furnifhed none.” 
E2 Thefe 
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Thefe inftances of contumacy and dif- 
obedience appeared in the Governor-Gene- 
tal’s opinion,” * evidences of a deliberate and 
& fyftematic condu&, aiming at the total tub- 
& verfion of the authority of the Company, 
"which defign had becn long and generally 
$¢ umputed to him.” (Supplement, ; .ge 17) 
The Committee, on the contrary, * ¢an con- 
# ceive thefe circumftances to have ha pened 

oh without any defign what-ver in Cheyt Sing 
* tq give umbrage to the Admin. ftraion of 
Calcutta". Nay, they can affert that 
“ fucceeding events bave clearly proved it.” And 
yet, if thele crcunftanes combined with 
the dobbs: rate maffacre of two companies, for 
no ofterfible caufe whatever : with the after. 
difcovery of m litary flores,watlke preparati- 
ons and numerous troop all kept in profound 
fecrecy, and fur no poflible purpofes of ne- 
ceffary dufence : with the fudden revolt of 
his whole Country almoft at a fignal, and 
with the genral good undeiftanding which 
inttantly appeared between him and all the 
other ditaffe€ted Chicfs in the neighbouring 
Provinces, do not form a body of evicence 
fatisfa€torily demonftrable of ‘ treachery, 
‘* perfidy, and rebellious violence,” | know 
aot 
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not under what definitions, or by what kind 
of conftru@ion, treafon and revolt can poffi- 
bly have been exprefféd in any criminal Code, 
fince the firft inftiturion of political Sez 
cietres. Burt in the Reports of the Selec& 
Committee, infinuation is an arrant Proteus: 
No fooner have I caught him in one fhape, 
than in the inftant of conviction he eludeg 
my grafp, and rifes another being in the next 
page. We are now told, that ‘ unlefs the 
* depofa) of Cheyt Sing, was a meajure ab. 
** folutely pre determined, before the Gavernar 
** General proceeded to aéts of violence, the 
** Rajah sught have been informed of the extent 
“© of brs gust.” (Supplement, page 19.) And 
fo He was. Mr. Hattings’s firft letter (2d 
Report, page 48) from Renires, exprefs- 
ly fays, “ The Grit ftep, which I judged it 
“* neceffary to take, asthe ground on which 
“ my future proceedings were to be conduét- 
* ed, was to recapitulate in writing, the leveral 
inftances ot his condué, which for fome 
time paft, have repeatedly drawn upon 
him the fevere teprehenfions ef tne boards 
and to demand a clear end fat sfatlory ew 
planation.” ‘Che anfwer fent by Cheye 
Sing to this letter here defcribed, was tHe 

farihed 
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fartheft ftom clear or fatisfattory. It was 
filled with fhuffling excufes and palpable 
hes; particularly the Rajah writes cin fpite 
of his grofs mifconduét in deluying co furnifh 
military aid) “1 compled, with the utmoft 
“ readinefs, with the order You fent me for 
“ the payment of five lacks of Rupees on 
“ account of the wir.” (2d Report, page 
49.) Mr. Haftings obferved upon re whole 
of this anfwer, that it was “ not only un- 
** fatisfa€tory in fubftance, but offenfive in 
* ftyle, and lefs a vindicution of himfelf, 
“ than a recrimination upon me.” (page 50) 
Alarmed at thefe appearances, fo different 
from the cunduét of an Indian fubje& to his 


acknowledged fovereign, the Governor Ge- 

neral, helttating between the necefity of afert- 

g_the authority that Government, _of 
t d 


which He was reprefentative, and the alarm 


“which the full exertion even of juttifiable 
“fevericy mightoccafion at fo critical a period — 
is no clue whatever for the fuppolition that 
this very arreft, much lefs that the depofal of 
Cheyt Sing was “ a mcafure abfolutely predeser- 
“ mined,” or even thought of, cill his contue 
fnacious reply to che Governor. General's ex- 


poftus 
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poitulakion rendered fome effort of rigour 
clearly indifpenfable. IF the arreft wore (and 
it cannot be doubted) an ac padi ont of 
unforelzen emergencies, what. eaten 
“events totally out OF the Governor-General’s 
option or controul, His prifoner fed, his 
troops murdered, himfelf furrounded with 
armed enemies, in a country of which he per- 
fonated the legal monarch, and threatened 
with inftant affafination—there was no poffi- 
bility of avoiding extremities, no means of 
annihilating the treafon, but by crufhing the 
traitor:-—-no alternative, but by exemplary 
punifhment, co avenge the rigdvs of injutted fo- 
vereignty, or gallantly to perifh in the un- 
equal conteft. It is a ftigma on the Councils 
of the Company, on the politics of our 
Government, and on national juftice, thar is 
Should have been poflible, upon any refolu- 
tions formed here at home, upon any cor- 
refpondence circulated abroad, or upon any 
inftruction, hint, or infinuation from any ta- 
terefted perfon whatever, for the Governors 
General co entertain the molt dittunt fufpicron 
of the probability of Rajab Cheyt Sing’s re- 
ftoration. Humanity,as well a; policy, revols 
ar 


P*-) 
Mf the! very idex, You, Sir, wiff joit whth mw 
if pronouncing if # nrorab impoffibitiry. 


Havimg tetled chretgh 26 pages of Your 
Supptemenr to the fecend: Reporr, in the 
doubly unpromifing atterige of demonttrating 
Vie criminality of Mfr. Haftings, and the in- 
jored' mnocence of Cheyt Sing, You exhibit 
im the goth page, all the melancholy foffer- 
wed of this ‘ oppreffed and anhappy man,” 
ender one point of view. fr is, F confefs, a 
gtand difplay of the partetic, equally ad- 
mirable for affecting tendernefs of language, 
and copious flow of invention: Woiked up 
wy a cireumftantial climax of -woe, each ar- 
ticle gains: more and more upon the conimile- 
ration of the reader, and each paufe affords 
@ freth opportumry for the effufion of fenti- 
thent. Bur that thortnefs of fentence, which 
in fo mafterly a manner favours the burft of 
paion, 16 no Icis adapted to the perfpecuity 
of mveftigation, and the convenience of re- 
ply. 1 fhail therefore take the hberty to 
divide the influence of thefe bewitching 
periods, by an unaffedted, unfecling com- 
enc upon cach, and it cannot but prove a 
fatisfadlion to You to reflect, that how much 

- *foever 


foever I may detract pas the.gythenticity of 
the fubject, I ‘hall add in the fame degree to 
the merit of the repance. * An event,” you 
fay, “fo extraordinary in ithlf, and_of. fp 
‘much confequence, not only tq che fylfer: 
“ing patty, but to every Tribytary 06 the 
“ Company, whatever may be his rank or fe 
‘tion, induced your Committee to invelti- 
** gate the {ubjedt with precifion.—From this 
** invefligaton” (of which I have already given 
ample fpecimens) ‘* the following conclu, 
*¢ fions may be drawa;” 


« ‘* If the confideration of pubhe fervices pete 
“* formed to our nation by the father, is re- 
“ guited by a violation of public faith to the 
“ fon, upon pretences the moft frivolous», 


Comment. Bulwant Sing had not many 
pubhe fervices to plead: and 1 am aftonifhed 
how the Prefident and Council of Bengal, in 
3773» fhould allude to any jervices of the 
kind performed in 1764 (ad Report, page 14) 
when, ig that very year, in the war with Sujah 
Dowls, his condud bytrayed f@ much duplie 
city, Chat the thea Government withed ) 
have him “ difpefeyid of bis Country, and bis 

F perfea, 
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“ perfon, if poffitle, fecured.” (page 5.) In 1764, 
he eloped from our army, and the letter from 
the Council, April 1, (page g) 1s expreffive 
of ‘the ftrongeft diftruft, and complains of his 
“ actual violation of bis treaty,” by deferting our 
arms. Our Government was even obliged to 
relinquifh in his favour a confiderable unli- 
quidated demand, ‘‘iu bopes cf making it bis 
“* intereft to remain faithful.” The public fer- 
vices perfurmed by the father, and the viola- 
Jation of public faith to the fon, are equally 
vilionary.— See Mr. Haftings’s excellent let- 
ter, (page 29, 30 and 31). 


“If the folemn faith of a treaty, which 
* confirmed the ‘Tributary in the actual pof- 
* {cffion of his lands, be no longer confidered 
“of fufficient validity to proteé& him from 
“ oppreffion and extortion” 





Comment. I think I have clearly fhewn 
that Cheyt Sing was not exempted froin military 
fervice, by the tenure of his Zemindarry: fo 
Jong therefore as the demands of Government, 
for the war eftablifhmenr, did nor exceed the 
extent ot his common military force, there was 
ho oppreffion or extortion in the cafe. The 

Committee 
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Committee obferve (fupplement, page 19) 
“ that if there was no boundary of right, on 
“which the Rajah could make his fkand to 
“the increaling demands of the Governar- 
“ General andCouncil, he could not be faid to 
“ poffcfs any right or property whatfuever,” 
1 an!wer—that there was a boundary; that 
the number of his troops in actual pay, or an 
equivalent to that number, was the precife 
boundary in queftion: and that whereas 
Cheyt Sing’s regular cftabt fhmen is flared to 
have bern 76go men (page 1g) the Gover- 
nor-General was much within the hmits of 
right, when he peremptority demanded 3 bat- 
talions of f.apoys, and 1000 cavalry, A 
requificion of this nature by no means incer- 
fered with the ftipulacions of the Pottah and 
Sunnud. 





“Tf the juft, regular and punctual per- 
formance of all {tipulated conditions, is tound 
to be no fecurity againit new claims and new 
exactions” —— 


Comment. Colonel Monfon in his mingte 
refpeCting the Goyernor-General’s prupoficion 
for engaging \ heyt Sing tq maintsin 2009 ¢a- 

valry 
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vilry (fipplement, page 14) thus exprefits 
himfelf. “1 am of opinion, the Company’ 
* fhould receive the Rajah’s afffance on the 
* faine terms he gavé it to the Vizier, or the 
“ prefent Nabob."’— General Clavering ftates, 
that 500 of his cavalry aCtually ‘ afifed un. 
“der the command of the Captain of the 
“ Governor’s guaid, on the conquelt of the 
“ Rohilla Country."—-The fovereignty of 
Benares was yiclded to us by the Vizier, 
“ with all the powers and rights annexed to 
“it,” precifely as he had holden it: and the 
Committee now difpute ow nhc to demand 
of Cheyt Sing any afffance at all. 


“If a Tributary of the Company is found 
* to have no other f-curtty for the poffeifion 
** of his lands, ¢ brcb defcended 1¢ brim from ma- 
*€ my generations, but che arbitrary power of the 
* Governor-General, or execunve Govern- 
“ ment of the Country” 





Comment. We and what was Rajah Bul- 
want Sing’s father, and where can it be found 
that Cheyt Sing came to the poffeffion of his 
lands by defeent ?— The contrary is on proof 
above. Even had the Zemifdarry been berd- 

diary, 


( 45 ) 

Stary, which, till fettled by Mr. Haftings in 
1973, moft certainly was not the cafe ~ fill it 
muft havedeen‘held upon feodal principles, 
and the general laws of the Mogul empire. 
Military fervice is military fervice, and not the 
arbitrary will of the Governor-General The pof- 
feffion of the land carried inherently with it 
thac precife obligition, and ws pertormance 
was a pledge for the fecurity of that pof 
feffion. 


* If che poffeffion of wealth is to be confi- 
s¢ dered as a ftate-crime, and heavy fines and 
* penalties are to be laid on the poffffors, 
* with a view of rendering their power or 
* their wealth lefs dangerous to the Com~ 
“s pany”-—— 


Comment. This is a jefuitical inference 
from a partial ftatement of a paragraph in the 
Governor-Gencral’s narrative, After explain- 
ing the grounds on which Cheyt Sing owed 
obedience co the Company, and reciting the 
different aéts of contumacy, by which he had 
forfeited that obedience, he proceeds to fhew 
by what means he would extra good out of 
evil, and make vhe very punishment of his 

delin- 
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delinquency febfervient both to the fafery 
and profit of the State. “ J Jef Calcurca,” 
fays he, (narrative, page 12) “* impreffed with 
“ the belief that extraordinary means were 
** neceffary, and thofe exerted with a ftreng 
“ hand, to preferve the Company’s interefts 
‘- ffom finking under the accumulated weight 
“* which oppreffed them. I faw a poltttcal xe- 
“ ceffty for curbing the evergrows power of a 
“ great Member of their dominion, and mak- 
*€ ing it cuntribute to the relief of their prefl- 
“ ing exigencies.”—- It Cheyt Sing were paw- 
erful enough to difpute his Suvereipn’s au- 
thority in one inflanre, (and that too upon 
unjuft fable excufes, and contrary to the very 
tenure by which he enjoyed his territory) he 
might foon have become equally refractory 
or dilatory in the payment of his ftipulated 
rents—or have afiumed any other undue pre- 
tenfion: and hence the neceffity for curbing 
his overgrown power, degenerated into infe- 
lence. If his niggard obitinacy and fhamelefs 
prevarications bad defrauded bis paramoutht 
of a timely aid, which ic was his duty, as a Ze- 
minder to have furnifhed, no wonder that the 
damages accruing from fuch defaule were laid 
to his account, or that he were compelled to 

contribute 
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contribute 4 larger portion of relief to thofe 
preffing exigencies, which his undutiful con- 
dué had fo much combined to aggravate. 
Ic was not the ‘* poffeffien of wealb,” that was 
** confidered as a fate crime,” but a pertina- 
cious reluctance to pay the juft demands of 
Government, and if - relied on his wealth 
or power as fugicient to fcreen him from the 
juttice of his Sovereign—-he from chat mo- 
ment mut be deemed a difaffected fubject, his 
power and wealth were really dangerous, and 
it became equally prudent, juft, and neceffary 
to check them. 


*¢ If the comphance with one arbitrary and 
* unjuft demand, inftead of fecuring the tri- 
butary from further oppreffion, is tnftantly 
* followed by another demand fo extravagant, 
* as to render a compliance with it utterly 
** impofible’——— 


-~ 
rs 


ca 


Comment. Falfe throughout.—The firft 
demand was neuher aditrary nor unyjufl. 1 
have proved it to be /egal and confistutsonal ; 
nor can a forced fubmiffion to fupcrior power be 
ftritly termed ** compliance.” The fecond de- 
mand fo far from being rpofidie, was the very 

reverle 


C #8 ) 
severic even of extravagant. Tr whaees wo the 
requifition for cavalry: and fig proved by 
Cheyt Sing’s own confeffion, that he kept 
3300 at Seaft. “* The number required,” fays 
the Governor-Gtneral in the 7th page of his 
narrative, “ was 2000, and’afterwards reduced 
“© to the demand of 1500, aad lefly to 1000, 
“ bet with no more fuccels, He offered 250, 


“ bat farsifoed none.” 


“ If requificions are made, unauthorized 
“ by any &ipulation in the treaty, aad a 
** fhort delay intervenes before te requifi- 
“© tion is finally complied with, if fuch de- 
“« lay is conftrued into evidence of high 
$© Creafoty *amnmnne 


Comment. The reguifisions were made in 
the fpirit of a frodal obugetion, and the fipu- 
lations of the treaty had nothing to do with 
them, Would a crown laje m England abfolve 
me from allegiance io bis Majefy, or taxes io the 
Stage? The ““ foort delay” before compli- 
ance is proved to have been of fevergl 
months in each year, and that upon pleas 
equally indecent and untrue. A fter all, the 
Gelay was never conftrued into evidence of 

bigh 
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high treefon, but trcaved for what it really 
was, contumacy and, difobedience. When other 
overt afts had clearly eftablifhed che guilt of 
high treafon, the delay in complying ‘with 
the demands of Government became one 
link in the grand chain of evidence, . that 
clearly demonftrated she previous exifience of 
sreafonable intentions. 


* If Reports unwarranted, and i}l-authen- 
* cicated, —if fuggeftions of public danger 
* and imputations of evil defigns, ill-found- 
* ed, improbable and impracticable are to 
* be admitted as fufficient grounds for come 
“* mencing hoftilities’’—— 


Comment. Who commenced thofe hofti- 
licies ?—Cheyt Sing. No evil defigns were 
sreputed, till the country was in adfual revolt : 
No public dangers were fuggefed, wil two Com- 
panies of Seapoys had betn maffacred in cold 
rigs Thefe are faéts, certainly not ill-found- 

ed, though they might be thought improbable : 
and after Perpetration i is rather a bold figure 

of rhetoric to term them “ tunpro ficab'e” 
The “ Reports? alluded to, were not be- 
lieved, at leadtno aft was performed in con- 
G fequeneg 
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Sequence of fuch behef, till dfter convidion. 
But Reports, which upon after-difcoyery are 
found perfectly to tally with marter of fac, 
and of which apwards of fifty afideuns teftify 
the veracity, can newer be deemed. “. esmer- 
“ ranted ot ill-amtbentscated.” 


If the diftrefs of the Eat India Com- 
** pany, from whatfoever caufe arifing, 
“ fhould ever be confidered as the fmalleft 
* juftification of meafuses, which are cruel, 
** unjguit, and oppreffive to the natives of 
* India*—~ 


Comment. A mere pestis princips ! ampli 
fied with the cultomary tautology of inappli- 
cable epithets. —T he diftre{s of the Eaft India 
Company flattered Cheyt Sing with the 
hopes of exerting his contumacy and difo- 
bedience unpunifhed, and his miiconduct 
was a juftification for the Governor-General’s 
intended fine. His fubfequent efcape from 
aiteft, his maffacre of our troops, and open 
sebellion, were a mo& palpable forfature of 
his allegiance, AND CONSEQUENTLY OF BIS 
ZIMINDARRY, 


“if 
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<< If thefe conclufions be juft and well 
“ founded” 





Comment. They-moft alfuredly eve not in 
any one inftance, and therefore all farther 
notice of them is nugatory and abfurd. But 
if fuch glaring mifreprefentations are to pafs 
for fa&, sf fuch odious partiality is to ftand 
in the place of juftice; and if the legiflature, 
the Government, and the Company are to be 
decewed and mifled by fuch jetyitical artifices, 
“© 90 fituation can be more wretched and deplo~ 
rade,” than that of men, who in great and 
refponfible offices have performed che matt 
glorious and important fervices to thew 
country, “ abofe honour, lives and fortunes” 
are «xpofed co the inveterate prejudices, the 
fclf-intercfted machinations, and exaggerat- 
ing narratives of a Sclect Comnu.ttee !—- 


I had intended, Sir, in this place to clofe 
my obfervations on your curious Supplement 
to the 2d Report.— But no fooner have I 
fairly combated and compictely overthrown 
all Your unfupperted affertions upon matter 
of faét, than 1 am peftered wich f{peculative 

Ga abfurdities, 
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abfurdities. Who would have expected to 
find a man of Your political experience, 
vindicating the svifermity of the line of ad- 
vancement in our indian Governments ? yet 
You boldly advance (Supplement, page 18) 
“ this regular and chabkbed mode of jucceffen 
“* to power, fo frequently confirmed by practice, 
“ when oppofed to the great muertainty of 
“ fucceffion among the Princes of India, has 
* been a matter of admiration to the natives 
* of Hindeftan.” J am as great a friend as 
You can be to a régular and uniform fyftem 
of fucceffion, but for my foul I cannot dif- 
cover wherein the fucceffion to the Chair of 
Calcutta can appear Je/s ancertain to the natives 
of India, than the fucceffion to the throne of 
Dehli! Did no competition arife concerning the 
fucceffion, upon the unwarrantable pretext 
of Mr, Haftings’s refignation? Did no 
unexpected revolution ever take place ia 
Fort St. George, “ dependant nekher on 
S bereditary right, priority of birth, the appoint- 
< ment of the late profefer, tbe eleiion of the 
“* people, nor any other fixed or determinate 
* rule ?”—Surely, Sir, You compoted this 
paragraph in a very abfent fate of mind, 
pondering, perbaps upon the fingularity of 

the 
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the revolution, by which Méfire. Powel snd 
Bembridge hed: facceeded again to shee of- 
fices !— Alas, alas! che-people of India well 
kriow, that there are other myfteries in the 
world, befides *' she intrigues of the Seraglio:” 
and that if an old woman from the inmoft re- 
ceffes of her Zenaana can fomént a redeHion 
in Oude, # patriot and legiflator can impofe 
upon the fenfes, and warp the “judgement of 
half a nation for two years together, by in- 
terefted, “ ill-founded,” and ‘ ill-autbonti. 
* cated” rhapfodies from a Committee Cham- 
ber. 


The mention of the Seraglio naturally leads 
me to the fubje&t of your soth Report 
much more naturally than an appointment to 
take into confideraton the {tate of the admi- 
niftration of juftice in the provinces of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Oriffa, could lead You to 
ferutinize the internal politics of the king- 
dom of Oude. But this circuntftance ferves 
te give You a more exclufive title to the 
compofition before us, a8 your magnificent 
Chairman, with all his front, is no Hiber- 
nian.— This is the fourth Report which has 
already grown out of the Governor-General’s 

jate 
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Igte Journey to Benares and Oude; and I do 
not doubt but thar from the very fame mate- 
rials, and with equal attentiga to facts, the 
Committee, if permitted, would contrive to 
fabricate half a dozen more Reports for the 
next feffions, all ‘* confidered as their indi[penfa- 
** ble duty” ‘* An inveftigation into the 
"* cuufes affigned by the Governor-General, for a 
** breach of the public faith of the Company, 
© pledged by him and the Council General, 
** in the moft folemn manner, for the protec- 
‘© tion of the widow of the late Vizier Sujzh 
“© Dowla, a woman of the firft diftinétion, 
“6 by birth and rank, in the empire of Hin- 
“ doftan,” is the oftenfible purport of your 
performance, and the poor helplefs lady has 
found in You a moft zealous amd hirdy ad- 
vocate. 


Thistady, who is known by thedenomination 
of the Beww Be,um, advanced in the year $775, 
a fur of money te ber fen che Vizier, to be 
applied to the exigences of the ftate, “on con- 
* dition that fhe fhould be guaranteed by che 
“ Company in'the full aad quiet enjoyment 
* of ber chtates, effects, and jagheers.” (roth 


Report, page 4.) The public faith being 
accordingly 
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accordingly pledged to the mother of the Vi- 
zier, fhe continued to refide, under that pro- 
tection, at Fyzabad. * Not indeed in the 
*< unmolefted enjoyment of der rights, for 
“+ your Committee obferve, (page 4) that fo early 
“ as January, 1778, the Englifh Refident, 
* Mr, Middleton, makes very ftrong repre- 
* fentations to the Governor-General and 
‘6 Council, of the Vizier’s treatment of his 
“ grandmother.” No other Member of the 
Committes, Sir, can have any pretenfions to 
this very conclufive objervation: The fllogifin 
effectual'y befpeaks its auther. After the 
death of the Vizier Sujah Dowla, his widow, 
the Bow Begum, unwarrantably poffeffed her- 
felf of his efits. Our Refident at Oude 
writes (Appendix, No, 3.) “1 underftand the 
** Jate Vizier depofited the furplus of bis reve- 
** nues with the Begum, and having died in- 
“* teftate (or at leaft a will was never pro- 
“© duced, shou, one is fard to be fecreted by the 
‘** Begum) it ictt a door upen to the difputes 
“ which have happzned ; for according to the 
“* Koran, and the uf.ges of the country, the Na- 
* bob could clam am infinitely greater foare 
“ chan he has got.” In another place he 
mentions to have infinuated 10 the Begum pe 
Se 
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WF (Appendix, No. 1,).“ That the treafuses 
the potiefied were the treafures af the Rate, as 
** fhe had not fucceeded to them by any legal 
“* right, and they had been hoarded up te pro- 
“ aide again? on emergency.” Were we have a 
woman fufpedied to have fecrcted ber bufband’s 
will, and noterioufly affuming to her private 
ule treajures defined for the exigencies of the fate, 
Her fon, however, in a moment of diftrefs, 
was content to relinquith all bis legal right in 
thofe treafures, for a very fcanty portion of 
their amount. At this time, as well as at all 
fabfequent periods, the Old Lady feems to 
have behaved with peculiar acsimony towards 
him, for the Council-General, on the condlu- 
fion of this tranfaftion, thus write to their 
Refident, at Oude, (Appendix, No, 1) “ We 
** think that the circumftances of the Nabob’s 
* affairs, and the unfavourable difpofition which 
“ bis mother, the Begum, foewed towards bim, 
““ made it neceflary for you to comply with 
“his sequeft, for affording your affiffance to 
 perfuade ber to fupply him with a fum of 
“ money.” The Begum indeed had roundly 
told the Refident, that ‘‘ as for the Nabob, 
“ fe wuld not advance bim a fingle repee upon 
* his own word, but fooner throw all ber 
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“jewels and money into the river.”—-And he 
writes, “ that the Begum clainied every arti- 
cle of the late Vizier’s property, evew to bis 
military flores:"* and he bears teftimony affd 
to the very improper conduct of the Begum’s 
fervants, “ who have hitherto preferved a to- 
“ tal independence of the Nabob’s authority, 
beat the officers of bis Government, and refuled 
“ obedience to his Perwannahs.” The lan- 
guage of this “‘ helplefs woman” appears on 
all occafions, fturdy and affuming.—In one 
Ietter the requefts the Governor-General to 
difplace the Nabob’s Minifter, and put her 
confidants in his place; and that ‘* whatever 
““fums are due to the English Chiefs,” Se 
“© will caufe to be paid out of the Revenues: 
In another fhe writes to the Refident, * You 

““ were a party in this affair, and took from 
“me the fum of 56 lacks of rupees. If you 

** will caufe the 56 lacks to be reftored to me, 

“then the Coulnama will not be binding: 
““and do not you then take any part in the 
“ affair, and then let Afoph ul Dowla and 
“ Murteza Khan,” (i. e, the Nabob and his 
minufter) “* in whatever manner they are able, 

“ take fuma of money from me, fhey will 

“ then fee the comfequences”” ‘The Nabob him- 

1% felf 
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felf declared to the Refident his own Opinion 
of his mother’s ambitious views, by obferving 
that “* Two rulers were too much for one country,” 
If Her language and Her condu@, as above 
d-firibed, do not authorize, they paidate at 
leaft, thofe feverities which the Viz er is {aid 
to have exercifed towards his mother, and 
which feem to have required the conttant in- 
terference of our Refident to mallify, The 
general d:fpofition hawever of both parties 
towards each other, is plainly deducible from 
their mutual recriminations, and mutual dif- 
truft. The Begum appears a “ capricious, 
* incenftant, violent” woman, ambitious 
of acquiring, '* by the intrigues of the feragtto,” 
management of all the revenues of the coun- 
try. Poffefed of immenfe treafures by a fuf- 
pected fraudulent concealment of her huf- 
band’s will, at beft by a very dubious title, 
and agamnft the ufages of her religion and country, 
fhe ** prefumes to talk of appointing mini- 
* fters, and governing kingdoms.”—The Na- 
bab is, by his mother, reprefented as a man 
* enti-ely inexperienced in the affairs of the 
“ world, and ignorant of what is good or 
“ bad,” and by the Refident, as having “ fo 
“ entirely hoit the confidence aud affedions of 

** his 
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his fubjeSs, that untefs feme reftraint is ira- 
“ pofed upan hit, which would effectually {e-. 
“ cure thofe who live under the protection ofhis 
“¢ Government, from violenceand appreftion ,” 
no man of reputation or property would long 
continue to inhabit his dominions. Such were 
the inclinations, and tuch the behavigur of the 
two parties in 1776 ; the Refident then wrote, 
‘8 ] find all my endeavours to reconcile her 
*« (the Begum) and the Naboo in vain." and 
ja another place ‘I have hitherto been un- 
** able to fatisfy the Nabob or the Begum.— 
however, a {pecious formal kind of agreement 
was then patcked up between them, to which 
the Refident was guarantce: But it cannot be 
faid to hive been very fatisfactory on either 
fide, as the Nabob could get but @ part of 
what the Rifident thought bir fully entitled 
to demand, and even of that part it appeared, 
* by the behaviour of the Beguin’s Leunuchs 
“and fervants, that they were inclined to pre- 
“*craftinate the payment upon any frivolous 
* pretence that occured.” ‘Lhe difputes which 
the Refident's inte: pafition had Julled in 5776, 
broke out with freth violence in 5778. And 
as far as appears upon the Commirtce’s flate- 
ment of the cafe, there is reajon to fuppole 
H2 
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flat the Council-General’s authority with the 
Vizier, at that time, filenved at teaft, if it could 
not affuage His diftontents. But there is no 
reajon, either from any actual documents in the 
Report and Appendix, or from analogical 
conjecture and comparifon, to prefume, that 
the Begum’s temper had abated any thing of 
its former violence, and her ambition of its 
pretenfions , or that if her fervants had “‘ pre- 
“* ferved a total independence of the Nabob’s 
“ authority, beat the officers of hrs goverss 
“ment, and refufed otedience to bis Perwan- 
“ nabs,” tn 1776, when fhe was really “2 
“© belpiefs woman,” at the abfolute power and 
difpofal of a defpotic fovereign, her conduct 
fhould have become more modcrate, or that 
of her fervants more obfequrous afterwards, 
when fhe flattered heifelf with an utter ex- 
emption from all controul, by virtue of the 
Company's guarantee. 


In 1781, “ The Province of Gude, having 
fallen into a ftate of great diforder and 
‘© confufion, its refources being in an ex- 
“ traordinaty degtee diminifhed, and the 
* Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, having carnetthy 
** entreated the: prefenée of the Govemort 

*¢ General, 
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« General, and declared, shat unlefs fone 
* effectual meafores are taken for his. relied, 
“ he muft be under the neceffity of leaving 
* his country, and coming down to Calcutta 
“to reprefent his fituation,” it was refolved 
in Council, that che Governor-General fhould 
vifit that Province, and ufe his endeavours 
for the re-eftablifhment of us affairs. Be- 
nares lay in his way, and having much reafon 
to be diflausfied with Rajah Cheyt Sing, he 
took that opportunity to bring him to order. 
The unhappy confcquences that followed, 
bave been already explained. Cheyt Sing 
refitted his authority, fled from arreft, mur- 
dered his guards, and comménced open res 
bellion, ‘* [ts contagion,” Mr. Haftings ob- 
ferves in his narrauve (page 26) ** inftantly 
*“ flew to Fyzabad,”—which the Nabob 
Vizier, in expectation of the Governor- 
Gencral’s vilit had already quitted. The 
revolt at Benares commenced on the 16th of 
Auguft, and about the 8th of September, 
the commotions are faid to have begun in 
Qude. The firft interview between the Go- 
vernor-General and the Nabob Vizier, was on 
the 11th of September, ar Chunar Gur: at 
which tume is was not probable that either 


party 
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party fhouid have received intelligence of che 
difturbances at Fyzabad, and theretore the 
Governor-General, in his letter to Mr. Wheler 
of that date (10th Repor:, page g) confines 
his account to the rebellion in Gauzipoor. 
There is no document whatever to prove, 
that even at that moment Mr. Haftings had 
entertained the moft distance idea of giving 
up the Company’s Guarantee, which fecured 
to the two Begums the poffeffion of their 
Jagheers, much leis that when” he lett Cal- 
cutta, fuch adifign had ever once occurred 
to him,—But when he wrote a fecond tme 
on the 18th of September to Mr. Wheler, 
He informed him, that the contagion had 
reached the Province af Oude, bue that He 
“ fhould difmifs the Nabob in afew drys, 
* and doubted not burt his troubles would 
“© foon be quelled.” The next day being 
the xgth of September, the Governor-Ge- 
neral, and the Nabob Vizier mutually ex- 
changed certain articles of agreement, which 
had been concerted between them as the moft 
probable means for reftoring the Province of 
Oude “ to its former ftate of affuence, 200d 
“ order, and profperity.” From a review of 
thefe dates, it is clear to demonftration, that 

accounts 
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accounts of the infurrection at Fyzsbad had 
reached Mr. Haftings, between the sith and 
18th of September : and it may be fairly in- 
ferred, that He and the Nabob agreed iit 
confidering ** the military power and do. 
“ minion affumed by the Jagheerdars” to 
have afforded at once the temptation and the 
means for rebellion. It was therefore fettled 
between them, that the Nabob fhould be 
‘© permitted to refume fuch as he might find 
* neccffury,” with a referve that he fhould 
pay the nett amount of the collections of 
fuch as were guaranteed by the Company.— 
At the head of the Jagheerdars were the two 
Begums: and to thofe who fhall have ob- 
ferved the uniform ambition, violent temper, 
and habitual difobedience of thofe ladies, 
their eunuchs and fervancs, as defcribed in the 
roth Report, and who fhall have perufed 
the feveral affidavits in the Appendix, No 3, 
to the Governor-General’s Narrative, namely 
ef Doond Sing L; of Ahlaud Sing M, of 
Denoo Sing N ; of Ram Sing O,; of Hur- 
deal Sing FP, and of Bejy Sing Q, befides 
thofe of the Refident, of Licutenant Colonel 
Hannay, and other European witnelies, who 
all fwear either to the general difaffection of 

the 
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the Begums, or w particular and pointed 
aits of treachery and revolt, perpetrated at 
their inftigation, and im ther mame, it will not 
be poffible to doubt, thar the Governor-Ge- 
peral and che Nabeb acted upon full con- 
widtron of their delinquency, in the prefent 
asttamce, as well as of their having “ in- 
4° variably employed the influence of their 
© Jagheers to the moft pernicious purpofes.” 
When thefe articles were drawn up, Mr. 
Hiaftings appears to have had no other view, 
than to ftrengthen the Nabob’s hands by a 
political fuppreffion of that delegated autho- 
gity, which was ming faft into independence 
and to increafe his revenues by the fums in 
which the a€tual produce of the Jagheers 
fhould be found to exceed the nominal value 
of the grant. The Nabob, as a Sovereign, 
could not but with fuch an addition to his 
own power, and the aétual ftate of his coun- 
try muft have impreffed him with an idea of 
dts neceflity. No wooder therefore, ghat 
Mpon his return to his capital, * the Go 
** wernor-General fhould expect shat he would 
** immediately have entered into the execp- 
“ gion of the meafures neceffary for me ag- 
“ complithment of the plan they had mit- 

*< tually 


c 65 ) 
« eually agreed upon, and particularly the re- 
«< fumption of the Figbeers, as an ack equally 
* neceffary to the reflo-ation of peace, and 
“ ro the difcharge of his debts to the Com- 
“ pany” Imbecility and irref-lution were 
however the charactesiftics of the Nabob’s 
Councils, and it appears that the monsh of 
December arrived without any progreis hav- 
ing been made in the bufinels, Bur the 
harthnefs of the Nabob towards the Beguins, 
from the firfl moment of his ace: Mon to the 
mufnud (which I have above defcrbed from 
your s:oth Report) added to his recent ex- 
perience of their intrigues, leave no room te 
fuppofe with You, (page 1a) chat “ cis 
“ tmporizing and indecifive conduct” could 
proceed from any tendernels be entertained 
for his parents. True it as, the G overnur= 
General was alermed, and with resfon, at the 
delay, To have returned to Calcutta, Jeave 
_ing ene prand en} of his journey under an 
aiest impruvebiliry 
“have diftreffid a man lefs warn thaa bom- 
feif for the incercit of lis employers. He 
therefore pointedly hatten-d sts accomplith- 
ment, by the ftrong intertererce of the Kefi- 
I dent, 
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dent. ‘Tis was in the latter end of Decem- 
ber, 1781, 


At this period a new {cene opens.—We 
have feen the Bow Begum openly-countenanc- 
ing an infurrection in the heart of her fon’s 
dominions, in September, 1981, and we have 
feen the Nabob entefing into a f{pecific agree- 
ment for depriving her of that undue influ- 
ence which the derived from her jagheer, but 
altowing her the netc_ amount of its produce, 
About the lacter end of September Afoph ul 
Dowla returned to his capital, at che caraett 
inftances of the Governor-General, and for the 
exprefs purpofe of reforming the overgrown 
jagheers. Arthe fame time our Refident at the 
Vizier’s court received inftructions from Mr. 
Haftings, to attend to the due execution of 
the articles of agreement juft concluded, Some 
time in December the Refident informed the 
Governor-General, that the Nabob had thewn 
& great reluiance to enter on this bufineds, 
but that he had at length appointed an Aumil 
to take charge of the Begum's jagheer, You 
are pleaied to obferve, Sir, (roth Report, 
page 20) that “the refumption of the-jag- 
** heers was an aft sofally unnecefary vo the re- 

“ ftoratios 
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* ftoration of the peace of the country, be- 
* caule that peace had been reftored before the 
‘s refumption was made.” The country, I 
grant, had affumed the appearance of peace. — 
The revolters refled on their arm. It was ef- 
fectually to fecure future tranquillity, to de- 
prive intrigue of its refources, and rebellion of 
its fupport, that the refumption of the jagheers 
was propofed, The clans in Scotland were 
abolifhed, not to precure prefent quiet, but to 
obviate the pofibility of future difturbance. 
Events amply juftified che Governor-General’s 
impatience, and evinced the prudence, the 
policy, the necefficy of chis refumption, For 
although it be ftaced, ‘* that the recurn of 
** the Nabob had effeually reftored the quiet 
“ of the country.”—Yer we find that the in- 
ftant he proceeded to act upon the articles 
ftiputated between Mr Haftings and himélf, 
the ftandard of revolt was again fet up, and 
** the Begum affembled a large body of troops,” (in 


her fon’s capital) with a aes defign of 
refiftance. ‘ A violent and threatening letter 


** which?” the Refident writes to “ have juft 
“ received from the Begum, would feem to 
“ leave no room to doubt of her intentions ro 
“ fupport the already deslared licentioufne/s of 
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“* ber fervants, in oppofing the Naboi’s orders.” Ye 
appears, froth Report, page 10) that the Na- 
‘bob’s Aumil for taking charge of the Begun’s 
jagheers, was appointed before the 19th of De- 
cember , and it was on the t2th of Fanuiry tol- 
howing, that the Refident, in conjun‘tion with 
the Nabob, found it nec: Try to aiTu ne them 
by torce of arms-T Averfe to every {pecies of 
fubordination, and emboldened perhaps by 
former impunity, the two leading Eunuchs 
of this turbulent and imperious woman had 
exert.d themfelves during the whole of thar 
iacerval, inaffembling, and calling in armed 
men trom all quarters: (Appendix, No. 6.) 
Whey had even tortified and entrenched them- 
felves with a view to refiftance, in the Regum's 
Kellah (or Caftle.) And when they at laft 
fubmitted to fuperior force, were found pof- 
feff-d of a very large {tore of amrounition, pro- 
perly diftributed— drawn rp 1 regular order, 
* preces loaded, and matches lighted.” Such clear 
proofs of premedstated oppofition to the com- 
mands of ther Sovereign, abfolute at all events 
with refpeét to them, and 19 sobcm (even if we 
admit the Begum herfelt to have had an inde- 
perdent right to her jagheer) refitamce was 
certainly rebelion, and the preparations for 
refilance 
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refiftance’treajon, cannot be overturned by any 
fophiftical diftinétions and prevaricating quibs 
bles of a Select Committee. Nor could the 
confequences of this frefh provocation be other 
than we find ia the Report, a feizare of the Be- 
gun's ill-gotten and sll-applied treafures. This 
brings me, Sir, to your grand matter-piece of 
infinuation, to your laboured attempts to infer, 
that Mr. Haftings has facr-ficed every moral 
obligation, and every tit of national honour, to 
the mere t mporary advantage of his employ- 
ers. Having {tated the failure of the expedted 
rehef from Cheyc Sing’s wealth, and quoted 
the Govesnor-General’s declaration, ** that 
** the Company’s interefts could only be pre- 
* ferved from finking under the accumulated 
“ weight which opprefied them, by the ex- 
** ertion, with a ftrong hand, of fome extra- 
** ordinary means.” You pointedly and tri- 
umphantly exclaim, * be appears to have fe- 
lected a new objet? for this exertion.” No doubt 
t had been one great motive of Mr. Haf- 
fings’s journey to Oude, to recover, (and 
with juftice) as much as poffible of the enor- 
mous balance in which" the Vizier ftood en- 
gaged to the Company ; as weil as to alleviate 


by 
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yy a0 immediate fine on Cheyt Sing, the pe- 
cuniery diftrefles of the moment.—The two 
objects were perfedtly diftin@ ; and if in the 
ane cafe the Governor-General has imparted 
so us his own fecret of che intended muld, in 
the other he has ugifermly maintained, thar 
be looked to a reform in the finances of Oude, 
for the means of a gradual extindtion of the 
Vizier’a debts.<—With this profefled determi- 
nation he lefc Calcutta, upon thefe grounds he 
concerted his plan with the Vizier, and to thefe 
arrangements he confined his expectations for 
the Company’s relief; in order to convict him 
of having “‘ felected a new object” per fas et 
néfas, immediately upon and in confcquence 
of his difappointment with refpe&t to Cheyt 
Sing, it is incumbent on you to prove, deci- 
fively, poftively, and incontrovertibly, that 
he not only propofed, but abfolutely deter- 
mined and concluded an agreement to this 
purpofe with the Vizier, vive uece, at Chunar : 
and that che frizure of the Begum’a wealch 
would and mf have taken place, even had 
fhe quictly, obediently, and with a good grace, 
given up charge of her jagheers on the Grit 


requifition of the Nabob's Aumil. Every fen- 
tence 
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tence of your report proves by inference the 
dire& céntrary, No mcation whatever, no 
hint, no fufpicion of fach an intention trant- 
pires, till the 13th of January, #782) and then 
no more than a furmife. It bears no part 
whatever in the ‘inftructions from the Gover- 
nor-General to the Refident , it i¢ not alluded 
to in the agrekments between him and the 
Vizier, and on the very 13th ot January, 
when the Refident informs Mr. Haitings of 
his having been obliged, by force of aris, to 
put the Nabob’s party in poffeflion of the 
Begum’s fortrefs, he appears totally unap- 
prized of any defign in esther party, to appro- 
priate her treafures to public ules. The firtt 
opening of the bufinefs comes in communi- 
cation from the Nabob himfilf, and the very 
expreffion of his letter bears teftimony to its 
being an after-thought, and an expedient very 
lately devifed. ** \ have" fays he, “ to confirm 
** and increafe our friendfhip, even done that 
“ which was not thought of, or refolved."” (soth 
Report, paper2.) This was alfo on ther3th of 
January. The Governor-General, in ins letter 
of the 23d of January, mentions, for the firft 
time that “ in addition to the former refolution 
+ of refuming the Begum’s jagheers, the Nabob 

“ had 
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“chad declared his refolution of reclaiming all 
the treafures of his family which were in 
“ their pofiefion.” (Appendix, No. 6.) If 
thefe two refolutions had been co-exiftent, that 
for refuming the jagheers could nor have been 
the ‘“* former.” It the circumftance had been 
mentioned to the Nabob atthe time of draw- 
ing up the articles of agreement in September, 
1781, he would not have written in January, 
1782, that he had done that which was aot 
thought of ; and how much foever your Com- 
mittee may perceive, by a peruial of the 
Vizier's letters, “the ablolute dependence of 
his fituation,” (Page 21) shes of the 13th of 
January 1s beyond a doubt, both in file and 
fubject, exclufvely brsown, Mr. Haftings, in 
this letter of the 23d January, mentions, that 
he had “ ftgenuoufly encouraged and fupported 
s che Vizier” in the refolution of affluming 
his mother’s treafures, and founds his advice 
on experience of the pernicious ules to wh:ch 
they had been hitherto perverted. Tbew it is 
alfo, that we have the fir intumation of a de- 
fign to apply this wealth to the liquidation of 
the Company’s demands, Mr. Haftings had 
been originally fatisfied wich the hopes of a 
gradual but regular difcharge.— The new cura 

of 
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‘oF events, ‘the incorrigible obftinacy of the 
Begum, and the jut provocations given to 
“the Nabob, prefented him a brighter profpect; 
-and by a wonderful co-incidence of fortunate 
occurrences with his owa ftrenuous exertions, 
he was enabled to recover the whole of chat 
debt at once, and within tevo months of the pre- 
eife date of Mr. Francis’s moft exhilarating 
epiftie, which affured the Dire@tors, “ that 
“ this debt, fo far from being difcharged, 
sig by this cime immoderacely increafed, 
*‘ and never can be difcharged out of the 
™ revenues of Oude.” (Appendix to the 2d 
Report, No. 7.) How much foever the Na- 
bob had refolved to do that which was sot 
thought cf, and how much foever the Go- 
vernor-General had encouraged him in his re- 
folutions, no trace 1s to be found of the mode 
by which the fentiments of each party upon 
this head were communicated. We can there- 
fore only judge that it mutt have been thro’ 
the medium of fome Vuckeel, or confidential 
Minrfter, and mott probably between the 
roth of December, when it was known that 
the Nabob’s Aumil had been repulfed in his 
attempt to take charge of the Begum’s jag- 

K heer, 
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heer, and the rath of January, when the Na 
bob’s troops entered her Kellah, Yer soe 
thea, after fuch a feries of difobedience, trea- 
fon, and revolt, no very harth or violent mea- 
fures feem to have been purfued with theold 
lady. The Refident writes on the 3d of Feb: 
“that in his letters of the 20th, 25th, and 
** 27th ulcimo, he had mentioned that the 
‘“* Bow Begum had finally agreea to dekver up 
** the treafures of the late Nabob.”—There- 
fore they were nat forced {rom her in the me 
ment of victory, and in the ardour of rapacity. 
An interval of at Jeaft 12 days, by the Come 
nvittce’s own account, (page 13) pafled before 
fhe agreed to furrender her wealth ; and in 
that period we can but fuppofe parleys, 
propofals, and negociations to‘ have taken 
place (though not yet come so hand) by 
which the Begum was at length induced 
—perhaps not with the beit grace in the 
world—to agree to deliver up her treafures. 
If She did agree, (and You, Sir, have not 
been pleafed to controvert shes point) the 
original sreaty between Her and her Son was 
difeived by confent, and the Guarantee became 
void of courfe. Where then is eee 
%s. 
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« of the public faith of the Company,” 
this bugbear of “ = meafure, which has ren- 
«+ dered the Englifh name odious and de- 
“4 teftabie” to be found?— Only, Sir, in 
Your heated imagination: in that repofitory 
of unnatural conceits, pathetic extravagan- 
cies, and incurable prejudices. 


My letter has drawn to fo unexpected a 
dength, that I fhall nor ftay to refute in form 
Your tedious comments on the Governor- 
General’s acceptance of ten lacks of Rupees 
from the Vizier. Mr. Haftings has thro’ Jife 
been fo uniformly and fo sotorioufly infen- 
fible to pecuniary advantages, thar I almoft 
wonder he fhould even now have troubled 
himfelt co utter a with on the fubje&. The 
doftrine of prefents, as a compliment of uni- 
verfal ufe in Afia, 13 perfectly underftood in 
this Country. An aft of Parliament pro- 
hibits the Company's fervants from the re- 
xeipt of prefents, But the fame aét expreifes 
thar any fuch prefent accepted, taken, of 
veceived, fhall be deemed to have been re- 
ceived for the fole ufe of the Company.—Be it 
fo—Mr. Haftings accepted 10 lacks of ru- 
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pees, and in conformity to the a@, appro, 
priated them to the, Compaiy’s fervice. Bug. 
as this fum was over and above all thé dues,, 
debts, and demands of the Company on tha, 
Vizier, the Governor-General hoped the- 
length, the importance, the integrity, and the 

fuccefs of his fervices, might reafonably be 

pleaded as a claim upon the depofit. He withes 

to owe his fortune to the bounty of his Bm- 

ployers, not to the civility of the Vizier » 

and the validity of his pretenfions wii) be 

weighed in an affembly, where, believe me,, 

Sir, your credit wall kick the beam. 


I fhall now taka the liberty to clofe my, 
prefent correfpondence with you, and I flatter 
myfelf there will never more be occafion ta 
renew it. Your political taper has long fince 
ftunk in the focket. Its flame, I think, ex- 
pired in the whining letter to your enlight- 
ened conftituents of Briftol. If appear- 
ances may be trufted, your public exiftence 
hangs on a very flender thread indeed; nor 
do Athink it poffible that the Sele& Com. 
mittee fhould fulminate through another 
feffions.—But I may be miftaken. The mi- 

nifter 
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nifter of the day may find it convenient to 
keep You above ftairs. Should you, how- 
ever, be again Iet loofe upon the Governor 
General, my pen is ftill at your fervice. And 
though I fhall live to be afhamed of having 
wafted my time and trouble, in combating 
fuch unfubftantial fantoms, I take a pride in 
fubfcribing myfelf, 


Right Honourable Sir, 
Your determined Antagonift 
Ia the Caufe of Mr. Haftings, 


DETECTOR. 
OAoler 1%, 1734. 
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